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Fifth Sunday of Lent 
7th April 2019 

             Isaiah 43.16-21; Psalm 125; Philippians 3.8-14; John 8.1-11                                            

For the people of Israel the Exodus was the primordial act of salvation. It was the 
Lord who acted to enable the Hebrews to escape from Egypt and the clutches of 
pharaoh at the Red Sea, and that event was foundational to their covenant  relation 
with God.  Addressing a people caught up in Exile and diaspora, Isaiah offers a   pro-
vocative vision: what God will do for his people now will outshine even the great 
event of the Exodus! God will restore his people to their land, and bring back all the 
exiles and refugees to the Land promised to their fathers. This will be something new 

which will reveal God’s   gracious generosity to his  people and fulfil all the         
covenant promises, however impossible it might seem. The Church offers a          
wonderful opportunity to reflect on judgement and mercy in a scene of bustle and 
violence as the shouting crowd drag the woman before  Jesus baying for her blood.            

The Lenten practice of celebrating the sacrament of penance invites all of us to 
stand silent before the Lord charged with unfaithfulness to the covenant and hear 
not words of condemnation, but mercy. 

WEEKLY ROTAS 

Date Mass Reader (BP) E M Sick Rota 

Sat 6 5.30pm Mike Brian A) Lauren 

Sun 7 
 

8.30am 
10.00am 

Bill 
Brendan/ Maggie 

Lauren 
Ann/ Jo 

B)  
C)  
D) Sheena 

Sat 13 5.30pm Stanley Sally A) Peggy 

Sun 14 
 

8.30am 
10.00am 

Kathy 
Bernard/ Brendan 

Peggy 
Kathy/Lorraine 

B) Lorraine 
C) Jim 
D) Sheena 
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LENT 2019 
 

Stations of the Cross: each Sunday of Lent  there will be Stations of the Cross at 3pm 
in St Helen’s Church. After the Stations, the Blessed Sacrament will be exposed and the 
priest will be available for Confession, the Sacrament of God’s Mercy, until Benediction 
at 4:30pm. Please do try to attend. 
 

Lent Reconciliation Service: This Tuesday 9th April, 7.30pm at St Margaret and 

Thursday 11th April, 7pm at St Helen: “The  sacrament of reconciliation is a sacrament 
of healing. When I go to confession, it’s for healing: healing the soul, healing the heart 
because of something that I did to make it   unwell.... the Lord Jesus is revealed at the 
same time as the physician of soul and body....every time we go to confession, God em-
braces us.” Pope Francis. 
 

Holy Land Retiring Collection: Will take place on Good Friday 19th April. Please 
give generously as you are able. Thank you. 
 

PARISH LIFE 

Coffee Morning: Takes place every Sunday after  both Masses. £2.25 
 

Baptism: We welcome to the family of the Church, Finlay Hendrik Bagwell &      

Rafferty Quinn Bagwell, who will be baptised in our parish this weekend.  Remember 
their parents who are “the first and best teachers of their children in the ways of Faith”. 
 

Spring Fayre Thank You: Wow! What amazing suppor t the Spr ing Fayre had this 
year. Even the sun came out to support the hard work and community effort. The amazing 
sum of £1063.45 was raised. All proceeds go to support our parish. Well done to everyone 
who supported and helped in any way.   
 

Please Pray; For  the repose of the soul of Hannah’ Ann’ Mallon ( Mum of Christine 
Easter ) who passed away recently. Play for her family and friends to find comfort in their 
grief. Her funeral details will be published shortly.. 
 

Easter Church Flower Collection– will take place next weekend, Palm 
Sunday,  14/15 April in St Helen’s & St Margaret’s. We are very short of 
help to arrange the flowers at St Helen on 20th April Easter Saturday. If 
you can help from 9.30am for two hours, please phone Gillian on 01277 
364 364 ASAP. Thank you for your continued support. 
 

Funeral; The funeral service of  Miriam Lee will take place at 10am on Monday 15th 
April at St Helen’s Ongar. The committal will follow after at Bentley Crematorium. 
May she find repose in the peace and joy of Christ 
 

Easter Leaflets: Please pick up some leaflets of our  Easter  program and distr ibute to 
family and friends and post through your neighbours letterbox. They are at the back of 
both Churches. Thank you.  
 

Blessing of the Graves: Sunday 28th April at 12noon there will be blessing of the 
graves in Ongar Cemetery, Love Lane. This is a time to remember and pray for those   
buried in the Cemetery. 

 

Divine Mercy Sunday : On Sunday 28th April at 3pm in St Helen’s for Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament, followed by recitation of the Divine Mercy Chaplet. 
 

Fr Byles Memorabilia: If anyone has anything of relevance they can loan to the 
church for the Ongar festival on Sunday 5th  May, it would be greatly appreciated. 
 

Free to a good home:  A Casiotone 602 keyboard is available to anyone who can 
make use of it. Speak to Ann & Graham Bateson or call the office. 



 

 

Office hours: The office will operate on reduced hours over  the Easter  break. It 
will be open on  Tuesday 9th and Wednesday 10th; Monday 15th and Tuesday 16th  
and Thursday 25th and Friday 26th. Any urgent queries direct to Fr Emile. 

 

DIOCESEAN NEWS  
 

Day of Mercy: The Biller icay Padre Pio Prayer  invites you to a Day of Devotion to 
the Divine Mercy at Walsingham House at Abbotswick, Navestock Side, CM14 5SH 
on Mercy Sunday, 28th April 2019. Arrival from 10.30 am for 11 am start. Mass will 
be at 12 noon. Confession available. The day will end at 3.30pm. Tea and coffee will 
be available but please bring a packed lunch. Ring Claire Wallis  on 01277 658783 if 
you require further information. All are most welcome! 
 

Pilgrimage to Lindisfarne for young Adults (20s and 30s): from Wednesday 
24th April to Sunday 28th April 2019.  Cost - £85 to cover food and accommodation 
For more information email lynnefcj@hotmail.com or find us on Facebook (FCJ 
Young Adult Network) 
 

On 21- 23 June, Calais Light, the car -sharing convoy which takes a bunch of like-
minded, friendly volunteers to Calais to work with refugee charities - sets off again. 
Trip 11! We're returning to Care4Calais, to sort aid in their amazingly well-
run     warehouse.  Every afternoon all volunteers  go out with Care4Calais's team to 
meet refugees living rough. We chat with them, listen to their stories, offer them     
solidarity, normality, kindness & essential services. Our March weekend was a 
huge success - moving, unexpectedly joyful, crucial. So come with us! Sign up for a 
convoy at www.calaislight.com or donate by emailing: calaislight@yahoo.com  
 

Knock Shrine Pilgrimage: Led by Fr . John Corbyn, from Wickford par ish, fully 
escorted Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine, 27th May 2019.  £649.00 pp sharing.  Price   
includes flight with 10kg hand luggage, transfers, 4 nights’ in Knock House Hotel with 
FULL BOARD.  All entertainment/ day trips and guided tours included. Single room 
supplement £100. Contact Patricia on 01268 762 278 or 07740 175557 or email            
knockpilgrimages@gmail.com  
 

To all couples who married in St. Helen’s Church, Westcliff on Sea: St. Helen’s 
will celebrate its 150th anniversary this year and we are asking any couples who    
married in the church to please contact the Parish Office 01702 342324 with date of 
marriage, full names and a wedding photo. These will be displayed and the couples 
invited to attend a mass for a special blessing. (Please advise if you do not wish for the 
photos to be added to the Parish Facebook page).  
 

Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society – Children and families are now able to  
access direct therapeutic support in one of our clinics. Sessions take place after school 
or at an evening clinic at our counselling suites in Rayleigh.  Our highly experienced 
counsellors provide support directly to the whole family or to children and adolescents 
on a 1:1 basis.  If you are concerned that your child may need someone to talk to, 
please contact Catherine on cmunns@bccs.org.uk .  There is a sessional charge. 
 

New Hall School vacancies: More details at newhallschool.co.uk  –Various. 

 
 

ababbababbababbababbababbababbababbababbab 

Mass Attendance  30/31 Mar Sat 5.30pm: 47 Sun 8.30am: 49 Sun 10am: 52 

Offertory Collection 30/31 Mar: £ 437.53  S/O Feb £ 2032. 
Thank you for your continued selfless generosity, for Gift Aiding your offerings and 

for your support of the parish..  
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   &ÉÆÔÈ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÏÆ  ,ÅÎÔ ɉ#Ɋ  
ɉ3Ô(Ɋ ɉ3ÁÔɊ υȢσπÐÍȡ 2ÅÂÅÃÃÁ 3ÃÏÔÔ 2)0 ɉ0ÁÔ 3ÃÏÔÔɊ 

χÔÈ !ÐÒÉÌȡ     

ɉ3Ô(Ɋ ψȢσπÁÍȡ   4ÅÒÒÙ 3ÔÏÎÅÍÁÎ 2)0 ɉ0ÅÇÇÙ -ÁØ×ÅÌÌɊ 

ɉ3Ô-Ɋ ρπȢππÁÍȡ    0ÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÒÉÓÈ 
 
-ÏÎ  ψÔÈ !ÐÒÉÌȡ &ÅÒÉÁ   ./ -!33 
4ÕÅÓ  ωÔÈ !ÐÒÉÌȡ   &ÅÒÉÁ   

ɉ3Ô(Ɋ  ωȡππÁÍȡ  #ÒÅÓÃÅÎÔÉÁ -ÅÎÏÎ 2)0 
7ÅÄ  ρπÔÈ !ÐÒÉÌȡ &ÅÒÉÁ 
ɉ3Ô(Ɋ  ωȡππÁÍȡ  2ÏÎ 3ÃÏÔÔ 2)0 ɉ +ÁÔÈ 3ÃÏÔÔɊ 
4ÈÕ  ρρÔÈ !ÐÒÉÌȡ &ÅÒÉÁ  
ɉ3Ô(Ɋ ωȡππÁÍȡ  6ÉÏÌÅÔÔÅ /ÇÌÅ ɉ #ÈÁÒÌÅÔÔÅ Ǫ $ÁÖÉÄ -ÉÌÌÓɊ 
&ÒÉ  ρςÔÈ !ÐÒÉÌȡ &ÅÒÉÁ  
ɉ3Ô(Ɋ  ωȡππÁÍȡ  -ÁÒÇÁÒÅÔ +ÉÓÓÁÎÅ )ÎÔÓ  ɉ3ÈÅÉÌÁɊ 
3ÁÔ  ρσÔÈ !ÐÒÉÌȡ  ./ -!33  
    

   0ÁÌÍ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ 4ÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ɉ#Ɋ  
ɉ3Ô(Ɋ ɉ3ÁÔɊ υȢσπÐÍȡ *ÕÄÉÔÈ 7ÁÌÓÈ 2)0 ɉ0ÁÔ 3ÃÏÔÔɊ 

ρτÔÈ !ÐÒÉÌȡ     
ɉ3Ô(Ɋ ψȢσπÁÍȡ   0ÅÔÅÒ ,ÁÍÂ ɉ0ÅÇÇÙ -ÁØ×ÅÌÌɊ 

ɉ3Ô-Ɋ ρπȢππÁÍȡ    0ÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÒÉÓÈ 
3ÁÃÒÁÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 2ÅÃÏÎÃÉÌÉÁÔÉÏÎȡ 3ÁÔ ψȢχτÐÍ-ωÐÍ ÁÔ 3Ô (ÅÌÅÎȭÓ ɉÁÎÄ ÂÙ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔɊ 
%ØÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÌÅÓÓÅÄ 3ÁÃÒÁÍÅÎÔȡ %ÖÅÒÙ 4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇ -ÁÓÓ 

"ÁÐÔÉÓÍÓȡ 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙÓ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ωȢχτÐÍ -ÁÓÓ ÏÒ 3ÕÎÄÁÙÓ φÐÍ 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Sick/Housebound: Sheena Mackintosh - 01277 821524 

Hall Bookings: Please contact the Ann Rayment 01277 824029 
New Parishioners: Please introduce yourself to Fr  Emile 

Steward of the Gospel: Alan Chapman: 01277 822793  
Safeguarding Officer:  Peggy Maxwell 01277525912 
Gift Aid Organiser: Bernard Adams 01277 823511 

Parish Admin: Bessem - 01277 362645 (Tues-Thurs 9.30-15.00, Fri 9.30-13.00) 
 

PRAYER LIST:  Josie Biggs, Carmen Blackett, Trudi Burrows, Lucy Callabritto, Joan 
Cooper, Matthew Dansey, Sheila  Davies, Yvonne D’Cruz, Richard Denton, Kathleen 
Donovan, Harry & Oliver Dowsett, Chris Easter, Anne Fagan, Angela & Hugh Hard,  Ron 
Hawkins,  Maria Hickey, Jane,   Douglas Jason, Sharon Lewis, Anna Lumley, Joan     
Marshall, Ian Maxwell, Sybil McCloud,  Ishbel McGregor, Norman Miller, Alan  Nyman, 
Paul Nyman,  Leslie Pay, Elizabeth Rainsbury, Ann  Rayment, Bruna Roberts, Margaret 
Simons, Amelia Solomon, Mary Sage, Marie  Sainsbury, Jean Thurston, Michael  Weaver, 
Ellen Witt, Ruby & Tony Woodford, Harrison Wybow. 


